THE WORK OF THE JUDICIARY

Attention should also be called to a certain
class of courts that are rarely found in this
country, but which have in them the possibility
of great benefit to the public. Our courts
exist practically for the purpose of settling dis-
putes between different individuals by a final
decision. In several countries in Europe, be-
ginning, so far as I am aware, in France in
1790, followed by Norway in 1795, and later
by Switzerland, there have been established
courts of conciliation, whose business it is to
settle disputes before they become matters of
positive legal action. They aim to bring the
disputants together without the intervention of
lawyers, who are not allowed to appear before
the courts, and to persuade them to settle their
troubles peacefully without a lawsuit, thereby
saving much hard feeling as well as great ex-
pense.

In Norway, for instance, in every little
village or town,.there are elected two judges
for a term of three years each for these
courts of conciliation. It is the business
of these judges to settle peacefully disputes
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